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Building Bridges

Connecting Women for God’s Glory - colossians 2:2-3

Graduation Will Come, Keep On Rising Above!

By Arlene Romero

Jesus had negative circumstances all around Him but He did not get distracted.
He focused on His purpose. You and | have challenges because of the world we live

in. What we do in times of distress will define our lives.

| was facing the loss of my husband due to his infidelity with another woman. |
felt the world closing in on me. My whole focus was the pain of this situation, and |
became physically and emotionally ill. |thought about going out with other men,
doing drugs or drinking. However, | knew these were only a temporary fix. | contem-
plated suicide. It was not an option either because | did not want my daughter to
suffer the loss of her mother. | began reading and meditating on the Scripture from
Jeremiah 29:11-13 “For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, ‘plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you
will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to you. You will seek me
and find me when you seek me with all your heart. | will be found by you.””

| started leaning on Jesus instead of myself. | knew He died for my sins. | was in
pain because of my sins and the sins of others. All of us deserve the pain that re-
sults from sin. Jesus had no sin and did not deserve to suffer. Jesus despised the
pain, but He did not let himself get distracted by it. He was determined to fulfill His
purpose. | wanted to follow the example of Jesus. | wanted to rise above my prob-
lems.

| asked the Lord, “What is my destiny? Why am | in this world? What do You
have for me to do?” | found myself seeking answers from Him every day. Gradually
God opened my eyes and my heart. As | filled my life with thoughts of God - the
physical results became evident. | began to recover. | was able to forgive myself
because | knew Jesus forgave me. More importantly, | forgave my spouse. That was
what the Lord wanted me to do. “Love and forgive.” His message was clear. “Focus

on Me and not on yourself.”

When we are in distress and things are going badly we have an opportunity to
grow. During these times remind yourself what is most important - relationship
with God your Father, your family, others. Strengthen yourself in the Lord. Build your
relationship with Jesus. Find your confidence and faith in Him. Spend more energy
on the things of God. Don't let the pain of this world distract you. Keep your focus on
Jesus. Just as Jesus sits at the Father’s right hand, so will we - on graduation day!
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PRAYER

You can get this
book on tape, but |
recommend reading
the book!

A note from Corey . . .
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Where did June go?
It's already the end of
July and our 2nd quarter
newsletter is a bit late.
Before we know it, Fall
will be here! | didn’t want
the summer to get away,
without a short note to
you.

Earlier this year my
dad passed away. | was-
n’t very close to him - our
relationship was always
filled with struggles. He
had a troubled childhood,
which led him to drink to
numb the pain. The alco-
hol abuse caused him to
do many things he regret-

years, | came to under-
stand God as Father—as
my Heavenly Father —
this attribute of God still
seemed vague and diffi-
cult for me to grasp. |
couldn’t relate. | wasn’t
sure what a “real” father
was. | wanted to learn
more about my “Heavenly
Father.”

| have mentioned in
previous newsletters that
| felt led to write about the
Father Heart of God.
God has now allowed me
to present this concept
through a new presenta-
tion, “Alice in His Wonder-

ted, but his drinking con-
tinued anyway. Even
though, in the last few

land.”
In my search to learn

more about my Heavenly

Father | came across the
book, The PAPA Prayer,
by Larry Crabb. Just
reading the titled caused
a prick in my heart and
mind.

At first | felt approach-
ing God as “Papa” wasn’t
holy enough. But why
shouldn’t we feel close
enough to our Creator to
approach Him as our
Papa? Jesus did.

| purchased the book
and, through Larry’s in-
sights, I learned a new
way to relate to our
Heavenly Father.

This is a book | highly
recommend. It is avail-
able at any Christian
book store!

Prayer and Financial Support

Sisters in Christ Minis-
tries is blessed by the
support of our prayer
warriors. We cherish your
prayers, and truly thank
you for your commitment
to pray regularly for this
ministry.

At this time please
pray for His anointing as
Corey prepares for her
Fall schedule. Pray also
for more opportunities to
continue serving and
uniting sisters in Christ.

Sisters in Christ Minis-

tries is funded by hono-
rariums from speaking
engagements and indi-
vidual donations. All
funds are invested back
into the ministry to pro-
vide retreat materials, for
CD production and pub-
licity . All members of the
board volunteer their
time.

Your financial support
allows us to more broadly
publicize the unique pro-
grams offered by Sisters
in Christ Ministries.

We are in the process
of seeking tax deductible
status (501C3) from the
IRS and all paperwork
has been submitted. We
will keep you posted on
our progress.

If you are led to partner
with the ministry finan-
cially, please email us at
sistersinchristminis-
tries@msn.com.

Also, please feel free
to contact us with prayer
requests, your com-
ments and suggestions.
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Sisters in Christ
Ministries is
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blessed as our
board of advisors
use their time and
talents for His
Glory
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Our purpose is found in Colossians 2:2&3:

“My purpose is that you may be encouraged in heart and united
in love, so that you may have the full riches of complete under-
standing in order that you may know the mystery of God,
namely Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom

and knowledge.”



